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face of the future scientist. Little by little, the child relaxed and
was at peace.
Manya had an infinite love for her mother. It seemed to her
that no other creature on earth could be so graceful, so good
or so wise,
Mme Sklodovska was the eldest daughter in a family of
country squires. Her father, Felix Boguski, belonged to that
small landowning nobility which has so many representatives
in Poland. Too poor to live on his own estate, he hud to
administer the property of families more powerful than his own*
His marriage was romantic: he fell in love with an aristocratic
young girl with no fortune but of nobler birth than Ms, a|*d
carried her off to a secret marriage in spite of the protests of the
beauty's parents. Years rolled on: the seducer became a tim|d,
shivering old man and his beloved a peevish grandmother* *'. ,
Of their six children Mme Sklodovska was certainly the most
balanced and the most intelligent. She received a very good
education in a private school in Warsaw, and, having decided
to devote herself to teaching, became a professor in the same
school and finally director of the institution. When, in i860j
Professor Vladislav Sklodovski asked her hand in marriage, he
was choosing a very accomplished wife* She had no money; but
she was well-born, she was pious and she was active, She had an
assured career ahead of her* Moreover* she was a musician: she
could play the piano and sing the ballads of the day in a
ravishing languid voice-
Last of all, she was very beautiful* An exquisite photograph
shows her to us at the time of her marriage, with her perfectly
drawn face; her smooth and heavily plaited hair, the marvel*
lous arch of her brows* and the peaceful* secret look of her
grey eyes lengthened like the eyes of Egypt
It was what people called a "very suitable** marriage; the
Sklodovskis were also part of that minor nobility which the into*
fortunes of Poland had ruined* The cradle of the clan, Sklody,
was an agglomeration of farms about a hundred kilometres
north of Warsaw* Several families* allied among themselves and